MENTOR DEVELOPMENT: Understanding the ITE Partnership Curriculum
Religious Education
Subject rationale
The BUL primary religious ITE curriculum considers three distinct types of subject-specific knowledge that pupils learn in Religious Education (RE). Each of these is powerful and should not be confused with ‘mere facts’. Substantive knowledge is knowledge about various religious and non-religious traditions. ‘Ways of knowing,’ identifies where pupils learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-religion. ‘Personal knowledge,’ considers where pupils build an awareness of their own presuppositions and values about what they study. Assumptions and preconceived ideas about teaching RE are addressed; as well as any fears of anxiety linked to subject knowledge.
Sequencing the subject for each phase
Phase 1: BSTs explore primary and early years RE, embracing the question of why we teach it in schools. Prejudgments and misconceptions are challenged by discussing the importance of a non-judgement culture, where everyone’s views and beliefs are considered. BSTs learn to recognise and self-evaluate not only their own preconceived ideas about RE but identify gaps in their subject knowledge and the impact this can have in the classroom through the lens of past experiences. 
Phase 2: BSTs learn that rich substantive knowledge about various religious and non-religious traditions is informed by lived religion as well as historical study of religious traditions. BSTs are taught to observe, and critically analyse creative pedagogical approaches to teaching RE and are introduced to the importance of disciplinary knowledge; for example, by understanding the value of embracing local places of worship, artefacts, images, and visitors into the classroom. Consideration is given to the locally agreed syllabus, and in particular to how RE can be sequenced over a series of lessons, introducing BSTs to exemplars for teaching excellent quality religious education. Guidance is provided on best practice beginning with EYFS and how this can be seen through the lens of understanding the world. 
Phase 3: BSTs develop their understanding of the rationale of Ofsted’s concern about ‘rich knowledge’ in RE. A range of ‘ways of knowing’ (HMI research report into RE) used in good RE practice, and examples of good practice are introduced. BSTs appreciate the unique contributions RE can make in creativity, spiritual and moral development, exploring fundamental values and being ready for life in plural, diverse Britain where a safe culture of exploration of religion, worldviews, attitudes, and values are promoted.    
How mentors can support BSTs in school
· ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Through discussing planning and observing expert colleagues teaching RE, discuss the importance of a safe learning environment where mutual respect and diversity of different beliefs are celebrated and where pupils are supported to consider their own beliefs, identify their own presuppositions and values about RE.
· ​​​​​​​Explain how your school's RE curriculum is planned and sequenced.
· ​​​​​​​Provide opportunities for your BST to observe the RE Coordinator teaching the subject.
· ​​​​​​​Support BSTs to know what is expected of pupils in the year group they are teaching, making use of the model of progression in RE, locally agreed syllabus, faith schools' expectations and EYFS expectations, as appropriate.
· ​​​​​​​Discuss the value of embracing local places of worship, artefacts, images, and visitors into the classroom.  
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